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REMARKS 

In the Office Action dated May 1, 2009, claims 15-35 are pending and claims 15-35 are 
rejected. Reconsideration is requested for at least the reasons discussed hereinbelow. 

Claims 17, 18, 20, 25, 26, 28, 29 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second 
paragraph. The Examiner states that the use of the term "Velcro" renders the claims indefinite. 
Applicants strongly disagree. Everyone in the relevant art knows that the term "Velcro" means a 
hook-and-loop fastening device typically provided in the form of a tape. In the above 
amendment, Applicants have substituted "hook-and-loop" for the term "Velcro." Thus, this 
rejection is moot. 

Applicants also submit a substitute specification also substituting "hook-and-loop" for the 
term "Velcro." No new matter is added. The term "Velcro" was introduced into the application 
text by translation of the original German application text of WO 2005/095202 Al whereupon 
the present US application is based. In WO 2005/095202 Al, the German terms 
"Klettverschluss" and "Klettband" are used respectively (cf. e.g. WO 2005/095202 Al; 
"Klettverschluss": cf. claims 10 and 11; "Klettband": cf. claims 3, 5 and 8). These terms have 
been translated correctly into the English terms "Velcro closure" and "Velcro tape" respectively 
(see, enclosure a), attached hereto). The objected term "Velcro" is replaced in the above 
amendment and in the Second Substitute Specification by the term "hook-and-loop, which also 
represents a correct translation (see, enclosure b), attached hereto). 

Entry of the amendment is requested. 

Claims 15, 16 34 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) over Jones (US 3,931,657). 
Jones discloses a life vest comprising inflatable bladders as further, necessary buoyant 
elements (see US 3,931,657: claim 1 and col. 3, lines 62-68), which will be inflated with air as 
the filling material. In the present claims, filling material comprised in the buoyancy element is 
clearly defined as buoyant granulates, flocks or beads. 
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hooks (left) and loops (right) 



From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Velcro is a brand name of fabric 

hffik^ It 
consists of two layers: a "hook" 
side, which is a piece of fabric 
covered with tiny hooks, and a 
"loop" side, which is covered 
with even smaller and "hairier" 
loops. When the two sides are 
pressed together, the hooks catch 
in the loops and hold the pieces 

together. PI When the layers are 

* 

separated, the strips make a characteristic "ripping" sound. 

Velcro can be made of many things — the first sample was made of cotton, which proved to be 
impractical P 1 Nylon and polyester^ are the fibers most commonly used now. Velcro made of 

m 

Teflon loops, polyester hooks, and glass backing is used on space shuttles J 4 ^ 

There are variations on the standard velcro: one of which, for example, includes hooks on both sides. 
However these are not common. Alternatives to velcro are buttons, zippers, laces and buckles. 

George de Mestral named his invention "Velcro", which is a portmanteau of the two French words 
velours, meaning 'velvet 1 , and crochet, or look 1 J 5 ^ 6 ^] The term Velcro is a registered trademark in 
most countries. Generic terminology for these fasteners includes "hook and loop", "burr" and "touch" 
fasteners. However the Velcro brand is an example of a genericized trademark as its brand name has 
become the generic term. The Velcro company headquarters is in Manchester, New Hampshire, 
USA. 
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History 

The hook-loop fastener was invented in 1941 by Swiss engineer, — 

George de Mestral^t 7 ^ who lived in Commugny, 

Switzerland. The idea came to him one day after returning from a hunting trip with his dog in the 
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Furthermore, Applicants strongly disagree that Jones discloses or suggests a first, 
releasable closure means according to present claim 15. In the life vest according to Jones, the 
front panels 1 1 are attached to the back panels 12 by lacing cords 23 through grommets 22 (see 
col. 2, lines 23-27; Figs. 1-3 and 5). From Jones Figs. 1-3 and 5 it is apparent that one end of 
cord 23 is terminated by a knot, while a not further specified ring is attached to the other 
end of cord 23 by another knot. Furthermore, in the text passages of the description wherein 
cord 23 and grommet 22 are described (see col. 2, lines 23-27; col. 3, lines 9-12), there is neither 
a mention nor a suggestion that the combination of cord 23 and grommet 22 would represent a 
releasable closure means. Rather, these knots seem to represent final closures applied in the 
production process of the life vest, because both knots are located at the very end of cord 23 
respectively. 

Besides, the combination of cord 23 and grommets 22 does not represent a first, 
releasable closure means according to present claim 1, whereby the variable body size 
adjustment can be set, because body size adjustment is effected by (partial) inflation of 
bladder 32 (see col. 4, lines 1-16). 

Thus, it is not seen how the presently claimed invention is anticipated by Jones. Nor is it 
seen how the presently claimed invention would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art in view of Jones. 

Claims 15, 16, 21-24 and 32-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) over Kea (US 
5,603,648). Kea discloses an outdoor survival garment comprising inflatable bladders as 
further, necessary buoyant elements (see col. 3, lines 26-33 and lines 50-57), which will be 
inflated with air as the filling material. Besides, it is stressed that the outdoor survival garment 
of Kea does not represent a swimming aid device. The outdoor survival garment described 
therein only provides floatability in case of emergency, that is a posteriori in case the water 
sensing device 30 signals electric unit 31 to release a mechanism to inflate inflatable bladder 24 
(see col. 3, lines 51-57). In contrast, present claim 15 is directed to a swimming aid device for 
providing buoyancy, that is a device providing buoyancy a priori and by itself. 
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Thus, it is not seen how the presently claimed invention is anticipated by Kea. Nor is it 
seen how the presently claimed invention would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art in view of Kea. 

Claims 17, 18, 28 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over Kea. These 
dependent claims also are patentable over Kea for at least the reasons discussed above. Further, 
Kea discloses an "outdoor survival garment" which is not a swimming aid. The swimming aid 
device according to the present invention provides constant floatability and is ideal for helping 
children learn to swim (see p. 4, 3 rd para.) and for adults for safety in the water, and also in 
connection with various sporting and leisure activities (see p. 4, 5 para.). In contrast to the 
presently claimed swimming aid, the outdoor survival garment described by Kea provides 
appropriate floatability only in case of emergency, that is, when the water sensing device 30 
signals electric unit 31 to release a mechanism to inflate inflatable bladder 24 (see col. 3, lines 
51-57). Furthermore, such an outdoor survival garment will not provide convenient wearing 
comfort due to the plurality of incorporated means (like heating element layer 25, nutrient layer 
26, gas receptacle 22 (see col. 3, lines 28-36), illuminate fiber optic container 39 comprising 
light emitting diode leads 37 and rechargeable battery 610 (see col. 4, lines 4-7 and 54). Much 
less will such a garment be suitable for learning to swim or for other sportive activities. 

Thus, it is not seen how the present invention would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art in view of Kea. 

Claims 19-21, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over Jones in view of 
Samano (US 5,651,71 1). The Examiner admits that Jones at least fails to show an adjustment 
for the arm opening/ shoulder area. Samano is cited to make up for this deficiency. However, 
Samano fails to make up for the deficiencies of Jones. Indeed, Samano also fails to disclose or 
suggest, for example, any buoyancy elements, particularly buoyancy elements comprising filling 
material with buoyant granulates, flocks or beads. 

Further, Applicant submits that one of ordinary skill in the art would not combine the 
teachings of Jones with Samano. Samano's flag vest is not a life vest flotation device. Instead, 
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Samano's flag vest is designed to carry a signal flag on a resilient pole attached to the vest. 
Samano does not disclose a swimming aid device, but a strap-construction (straps 2 and 3 
secured by clamps 1 1 and equipped with adjustment buckles 10, signal flag 5 attached to strap 
construction b means of flexible pole 4) which is worn over any type of commercial flotation 
vest 1 (strap-construction and vest: see col. 1, line 66 to col. 3, line 12 and Fig. 1; flexible pole: 
see col. 3, lines 13-19 and Fig. 2; flag: see col. 3, lines 65-67 and Figs. 1 and 3). In alternative 
embodiments, flag 5 providing signal function may also be attached to a vest or jack which is 
worn over the above-mentioned commercially available swimming vest (see col. 4, lines 17- 
19); however, this embodiment is not further described. 

If one of ordinary skill in the art were to combine the teachings of Samano with Jones, 
the result apparently would be to add a flexible flag pole to the Jones device. However, that 
would not provide the swimming aid device of the present invention. As aforesaid, Jones does 
not disclose a first, releasable closure means, as set forth in the present claims. Rather, Jones 
discloses a vest, which provides, among other things, fit" by means of an inflate bladder (see 
col. 1, lines 29-34; description of inflate bladder 32: see col. 2, line 61 to col. 3, line 3). 
However, this concept of Jones strongly differs from the swimming aid device according to 
presently claimed invention, which provides wearing comfort (see p. 5, 1. 2-5) and safety for the 
ser (see p. 2, 2 nd and 3 rd sentence of 4 th para.) by a first, releasable closure means without the 
need of inflate bladder(s). 

Thus, it is not seen how the present invention would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art in view of any combination of Jones and Samano. 

In view of the amendment and discussion above, Applicant respectfully submits that the 
pending application is in condition for allowance. An early reconsideration and notice of 
allowance are earnestly solicited. 
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If for any reason a fee is required, a fee paid is inadequate or credit is owed for any 
excess fee paid, the Commissioner is hereby authorized and requested to charge Deposit 
Account No. 04-1105. 



Dated: June 30, 2009 



Respectfully submitted 



By 





George W. Jj^euner 
Registration No.: 26,964 
EDWARDS ANGELL PALMER & DODGE 

LLP 
P.O. Box 55874 
Boston, Massachusetts 02205 
(617)517-5538 

Attorneys/Agents For Applicant 



